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What is dissolved oxygen (DO)?

Dissolved oxygen is oxygen for aquatic

animals. Oxygen from the atmosphere |
dissolves into water at the surface. ‘/
Distribution of oxygen in the water depends

on the movement and turbulence of water

caused by wind or thermal upwelling. \ / )

Aquatic plants, algae, and phytoplankton
also produce oxygen during photosynthesis.

What are ideal DO levels?

The amount of oxygen an
organism needs depends on its
species and stage of life, but fish
typically need over 3 mg/L. To
meet state standards, DO levels
must average 5 mg/L and be no
less than 4 mg/L. Low DO levels
might indicate pollutants that
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